
I think everyone is in a state of shock so far this Fall.  We managed to get all 3 Wednesday league 

games in and all but one set of the Saturday games in.  This is almost as many games as we played in the 

entire Spring/Summer season.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed that our luck continues! 

Lots of stuff coming up in the near and not so near future.  Next thing on the agenda is FUN DAY on 

October 17 at Southside.  There will be a regular league game at 9 and then the real fun begins.  Diane 

Smith has some wicked plans up her sleeve guaranteed to keep us acting like fools and loving every 

minute of it.  Flyers were distributed at last Wednesday’s and Saturday’s games and more will be 

available at the upcoming games.  Don’t miss this – it is going to be a hoot! 

The Golden Girls Annual meeting is next biggie.  Date is still not firm (due to scheduling difficulties 

with our usual location) but it will be sometime around the middle of November.   THIS IS A VERY 

IMPORTANT MEETING SO PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE THERE!  We need to elect officers 

for the 2016 Board and to do that we must have a quorum at the meeting.  The ladies who serve on the 

Board are the dedicated workers that keep Golden Girls alive and well --- Aunt Mary (Uncle Sam’s wife) 

wants YOU.  Please seriously consider volunteering to fill one of the vacancies coming up – Financial 

Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, or Member at Large.  None of them requires a huge amount of time 

but each is very important to the health of Golden Girls.  If you want more information on what is 

involved or better yet, to step up to fill the position, contact Janet Weeks  janetweeks@verizon.net  

703-237-8654.  Janet needs a full slate for October’s newsletter so please give her a call and volunteer. 

The annual meeting is not all business either.  Each team will recognize 3 players on the team for special 

recognition for her contributions to the team in 2015.   Criteria will be attendance, playing skills, and 

general sportsmanship.  You will be surprised who the managers select – it could be you! 

The book exchange will also be there.   Bring a book (or two) and take a book (or two) home with you. 

Since we were unable to have our CHO donation drive during our rainy spring season we will be accepting 

donations at the meeting.  Gift cards, cash, checks or nonperishable food items such as rice, vegetable 

oil, pasta, etc. and hygiene products and baby products are all needed.  You may also bring any Christmas 

items for teenagers at this time.  Bettie will have a box there to collect the stuff.   By the way, you may 

also bring your CHO donations to any of the Southside games and give to Bettie Pell or your manager. 

 If that isn’t enough to entice you, how about 4 door prizes – 4 $25 gas cards – who couldn’t use that? 

So watch for an announcement of the date as soon as it is finalized and put it in big letters on your 

calendar. 

December’s event will be the annual Holiday Party at Lynn Smith’s home in Annandale on Sunday, the 

6th.  Lots of holiday cheer, great food (each person is asked to be bring a side dish – rest is supplied.)  

Lynn always has a photo contest of some sort and this year she is asking you to bring a photo of you with 

your pet(s). 

And in the future future, the Annual Breakfast will be on Saturday, April 2.  More details later. 
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Hugs Needed Department 

Sharon Helton’s mother passed away peacefully in her sleep on August 23rd.   She was 97 years old.  

Sharon wishes to thank all the Golden Girls for the prayers, cards and emails sent her way.  She adds 

“We had my Mom for so many years and know she is in a better place but that doesn't make it any 

easier. We’re trying to remember all the good years we had with her.” 

Carolyn Dalton’s mother passed away on September 8th.  Her mother had been in declining health for 

some time in Connecticut and Carolyn had been making frequent trips back and forth for the past few 

months to be with her.  Even though we know it’s coming and for the best, it is always hard. 

Rita Ritter is recovering from major surgery she underwent on September 15 to repair a torn colon.  She 

will be in the hospital for around 5 days and then has a lengthy healing time at home.  Please keep her in 

your thoughts and prayers as her body mends. 

Love is in the air 

A note from Sue Duttine: My closest friend, known to many of you as "Mom" and to many others as "Bill" 

recently tied the knot with a former high school alum.  I would like to announce that my mom, Willa 

Carrier, after nearly twenty years of independence was wed on September 7 to Ray Moran, and they will 

reside at his home in Florida.  As you might imagine, this was a big step for both of them and especially 

for her since she is moving from her WV home of over 50 years.  I'm sure she would appreciate and get 

a kick out of any notes of best wishes which can be mailed to her new address:  9075 State Highway 83 

North    DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433.  I now have two younger step brothers, and I'm still the oldest 

(can't decide if that's a good thing).   

Barbie Domingo will wed Robert Graham on October 3rd in Riverdale, MD.  The very best wishes for many 

years to come to both!  

 

Patty Jackson has a computer desk that needs a 

new home.  It is solid oak, 5 feet long.  Can you 

help her out?  Actionjackson87@verizon.net  

Many of you know that I do Trap/Neuter/Release of 

feral (homeless) cats with three other ladies.  From 

time to time we come across cats that are very 

friendly and loving and were probably dropped by 

someone that didn't want them or they got lost.  We 

are looking for a forever home for two 2 black cats 

and a Maine Coone (black & white).  They have all 

been fixed and had a rabies and distemper shot. 

Please contact me if you are interested or know 

someone who might be.  If you would like to help us 

with the T/N/R fee and get a tax write off for yourself, 

please contact me.  Any amount helps. 

Thanks,   Bettie Pell,  thepells1@comcast.net  
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Golden Girls Cross Canada on Train 
By Marilyn Mallery 

A group of 32 Golden Girls & Friends took an 

awesome trip in August.  It all started in 

Vancouver, Canada where we got acquainted 

with that beautiful city with absolutely perfect 

weather.  Ten from the group went a couple of 

days early to more thoroughly visit the 

surrounding area and the rest joined up on 

August 12.  On the morning of August 14, we all 

boarded the Rocky Mountaineer train as the 

first step of our adventure.  Wow! What an 

experience!  The scenery, the service, the food  

– all were 

something we 

will never forget.  

It was a two day 

train ride with 

the night in between spent in hotels in Kamloops, British Columbia where 

it was pouring down rain (it hadn’t rained there in over 2 months).  The 

train ended in Banff in the heart of the Canadian Rockies.  We spent the next few days exploring the 

area by motor coach including Bow Falls and Lake Louise and Bow Lake 

while traversing the awe inspiring Ice Fields Parkway – voted one of 

the 10 most beautiful drives in the world – with a stop at the 

Athabasca Glacier where we walked around on it.  Along the way we 

also spotted some mountain sheep and a grizzly bear (not together) 

right beside the motor coach.  We finally arrived in Jasper with some 

time to explore this cute little Alpine-like village before we boarded 

our VIA train which was our home for the next 3 days.  To say sleeping 

in the cabins was an adventure in space management is an understatement.  The food was fantastic and 

the scenery breath-taking.  We played lots of cards, worked on a community jigsaw puzzle, and just plain 

relaxed as we cruised through Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 

and Ontario before our final destination in Toronto where we stayed 

in the super plush King George hotel.  This portion of the trip 

included eagles, ospreys, lots of lakes with ducks and geese, and 

even a herd of bison.  After two days to explore Toronto, we had a 

farewell dinner before our flight home.  Many new friends were 

made and old friendships made even stronger during this amazing 

adventure.  I made a video of photos from our trip that gives you a 

taste of what we explored and you can view it by clicking 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ldsu1oh20mgivd6/Train%20Trip%20Video.mp4?dl=0   ..Be sure to turn up the volume to 

hear the music.    

I hope you can join the group sometime on an upcoming adventure – we always have a fabulous time not 

only exploring the world but traveling with such a wonderful fun loving group of people. 

Golden Girls on the trip:  Back row left to right- Linda Sholl, Lynn 

Smith, Teresa Hone, Anne Whatley, Zippy Wartenberg, Bev 

Raudenbush, Marilyn Mallery, Peg Moyer.  Bottom row left to 

right – Betsey Duce, Pat Calder, RB Barber, Pat Blackmon, Connie 

Jamison. 
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Tournament News 

Not much to report on the tournament front yet.  Teams will be in Dalton, GA the week of Sept 23-27 

followed by the Huntsman Games in St George, Utah in early October.  Some will be playing in Myrtle 

Beach the end of October and some will be in Cullman, Alabama in early November.  A busy schedule 

coming up!      

 

 

 

 

One footnote to Senior Olympics in July in Minneapolis.  While there several visited the huge Mall of 

America and learned an interesting tidbit.  With the high rate of attacks on women in secluded parking 

lots, especially during evening hours, the Minneapolis City Council established a 'Women Only' parking lot 

at the Mall of America. Even the parking lot attendants are exclusively female so that a comfortable and 

safe environment is created for patrons.  Below is a picture of this world-first women-only parking lot. 

 

I’ve been thinking – watch out…. 

 
I always wondered what the job application is like at Hooters.. do they just give you a 

bra and say, "here fill this out"..?  

 

I can't understand why women are okay that JC Penny has an older women's clothing 

line named, "Sag Harbor." 

 

I think it's pretty cool how Chinese people made a language entirely out of tattoos.  

   

What is it about a car that makes people think we can't see them pick their nose? 

  

I'm getting kind of tired always slowly raising my hand when someone asks, "Who does 

something like that?!?" 

 

My 60 year kindergarten reunion is coming up soon and I'm worried about the 140 lbs. 

I've gained. 

   

I’ve noticed that the location of your mailbox shows you how far away from your house 

you can be in a robe, before you start looking like a mental patient. 

BULLETIN! 

On September 24 during the SPA Dalton tournament, our very own Carmen 

Campbell will be inducted in the National Senior Softball Hall of Fame!!!!  

Congratulations on that huge accomplishment!  We are all very proud of you. 

 


