
 Fall season is off to a good start…weather-wise anyway.   But all teams are struggling attendance –wise.  All 

the teams have had just enough to not forfeit but there have been too many situations of playing with less 

than 10 or 11 because there aren’t extra players on the other teams to borrow.  C’mon ladies!   Make it a 

priority to be at the games if it at all possible 

Hall of Fame 
Each year the Washington Metropolitan Area Slow Pitch Softball (WMSPS) Hall of Fame honors people  in 

the DC metro area who have excelled as players, managers, umpires, sponsors, supporters, and administrators 

in all aspects of slow pitch softball.  Several Golden Girls have been honored in the past and we are asking for 

your help in finding the next Golden Girl(s) to be nominated for this honor.   The GG Board has established a 

new procedure for selecting candidates.    A committee of GGs already in the Hall of Fame will go over all the 

nominations submitted and decide which nomination(s) should go forth to the Hall of Fame committee as the 

Golden Girls nomination(s).  The GG committee will be chaired by Linda “Baz” Baziluik and all nominations 

should be sent to her.  Go to www.wmhalloffame.com and click on “Nomination Form & Info” to read the 

criteria for nominations in the various categories.    We encourage you to consider a Golden Girl who meets 

the qualifications in any of the categories and fill out the Nomination form and submit it to Baz.  The 

nomination form has been has been greatly streamlined this year and if you need tips on how to fill out the 

form, contact either Lori Grimm or Marilyn Mallery who sit on the WMSPS Hall of Fame Board and are very 

familiar with what the WMSPS Board is looking for.   The deadline for submissions to WMSPS Hall of Fame 

is November 15 – the celebratory banquet the inductees will be held March 18 2017.   There are so many 

outstanding GGs who deserve to be in the WMSPS Hall of Fame so please take a few minutes to make sure 

these ladies get the recognition they deserve.  

Got any used Sports Equipment? 
Rita Ritter’s daughter Cindy Browning  is running a Sports Equipment Drive for an organization called Leveling 

the Playing Field. They help under-privileged youth across America with sports equipment that they can't 

afford so they can play sports. The drive is on Saturday 9/24 from 9-3 at Oak Marr Rec Center  3200 

Jermantown Rd, Oakton, VA. They are collecting gently used and new sports equipment for any sport so 

rather than let your stuff collect more dust, put it to good use. 

Annual Meeting 
The Golden Girls Annual  Meeting will be held this year on Wednesday, November 16 in Louise Archer School 
324 Nutley St NW, Vienna at 7:30.   This is a very important  annual meeting where we elect next year’s officers, 
present league team awards, and have a fun time to close down the season.  More details and a proxy ballot will be 
in next month’s newsletter but mark the date now. 
 

GG HOLIDAY PARTY 

Never let it be said you didn’t get enough notice about the annual GG Holiday Party.  Hostess Lynn Smith is 

already alerting us it will be her home again on Sunday, December 11 from 1 - 4:30.  More details later but 

write it on your calendar now! 

http://www.wmhalloffame.com/


GGalendar 
Wednesday, October 26 at 7:00:  Louise Archer School Teachers’ Lounge  324 Nutley St Vienna. 

Wednesday,  November 16 at 7:00:  GG Annual Meeting   Louise Archer School  324 Nutley Ave Vienna. 

Sunday, December 11  from 1-4:30:  GG Holiday Party at Lynn Smith’s home.  Details to follow. 

 

Keep in your thoughts 
Pat Blackmon needs your prayers while undergoing cancer treatments. 

 

Barbie Domingo Graham will be interred in Arlington National Cemetery on Tuesday, Oct 4 at 10 a.m.     

Several GGs were in at her funeral in late August and said it was a beautiful ceremony.  Her husband Robert 

sends along his thanks for all the support and help from the GGs. 

 

For any and all of you who have been to out of town tournaments you might remember the Louisiana Cajun 

Belles.  Their manager and scorekeeper, Randy & Jamie Bayhi live in Baton Rouge where the floods were a 

couple of weeks ago.  Randy and Jamie were camping and tried to get back to their home and couldn't 

because of the water.  The water came up in their house to the countertops and their sons  were able to save 

some things and had to put the electronics in the attic but just about everything else was lost.  If you are 

able to get on Facebook, look up Jamie McGovern Bayhi.  Please put both Randy and Jamie in your thoughts 

and in your prayers.   They are staying with their daughter but if you want to send them a card, you can send 

it to 6532 Lake Mary Drive, Baker, LA  70714 

Golden Girls & Friends Travel 
By Marilyn Mallery 

For most of August,  9 Golden Girls and 24 of their friends were touring through Finland, Norway, and 

Sweden.   We left Dulles on August 10 on Iceland Airlines and after a short layover in Reykjavik, we started 

our adventure in Helsinki, Finland.  We traveled north crossing over the 

Arctic circle making several stops along the way. One of the biggest 

surprises was how lively and populated the areas above the Arctic Circle 

were;  instead of tundra and wilderness, we experienced extensive 

farming and actual cities!   While in Rovamieni, we travelled to a reindeer 

farm in Lappland via motorized canoes and were introduced to quite a 

character who told us about the Sami people (native Lapplanders) and    

their traditions and way of life… what fun we had!   Moving into Norway 

via ferry, we went Nord Kapp – the northern most point in Europe and then headed south to the history at 

Narvik where a fierce battle against the Nazi war machine showed the world they were not invincible.   

Crossing the Arctic Circle again, we were treated to breathtaking scenery as we made our way to Trondheim 

which had an old town section dating back to medieval times.  Next was the magnificent scenery around the 

fjords highlighted by a stay at the Geiranger Fjord where we were fed like royalty at the Union Hotel not to 

mention the “words can’t describe” the beauty of nature.  Lillehammer, home of 

the 1994 Winter Olympics, was our next stop where were able to see skiiers 

practicing on the synthetic turf of the broad jump.   Last stop in Norway was 

Oslo,  a lovely cosmopolitan city with lots of history and a bustling economy.   

Next we were in Stockholm where history and commerce are alive and well 

everywhere.   We were able to visit one of the more than 30,000 islands that 

make up the city on its perimeter.  Exhausted and minds overflowing with images, 

we landed back at Dulles on August 29.  

 

Linda Sholl, Lynn Smith,Teresa Hone, Helen 

Goetkze, Marilyn Mallery, Sue Phillips, Carol 

Ferson, Barbara Herriman, Dolores Vestrich at 

Reindeer Farm 



All Golden Girls are very much invited to travel with this group on future trips.  The group has made 18 trips 

to various locales in the world and still have lots more places to visit.   In January a group will be visiting Viet 

Nam and Cambodia (sorry, trip is sold out) and next summer we are taking a steamboat to explore the Snake 

and Colombia Rivers (Oregon, Idaho, and Washington) – reservations are being taken NOW – contact me 

ASAP if you are interested in this trip.   March of 2018 will be a trip to Spain, Portugal, and Morocco.   I 

hope you can join us for any or all of these adventures – we always have a blast. 

Tournament Team News 
All the tournament teams have had a busy few weeks qualifying for next year’s Senior Olympics and getting 

ready for the Fall tournaments.   The 50s even had a tournament in August.  

THE 75s:  Wow, was the Sr. Olympic Qualifier in Maryland hot.  The teams were wilting every inning but the 

fields were absolutely gorgeous and we loved playing on them.  Carmen was a great hostess for the softball 

event and I know she has worked hard on many of the Maryland Senior Olympic events.  Thanks, Carmen.  It 

was a quick trip up and back and we didn't have to stay at a hotel so we liked it a lot and most of all, we 

"QUALIFIED" for the Nationals in Birmingham, Alabama which will occur next year............Now our team is 

packing their bags and getting ready for the Dalton tournament this coming weekend.  Stay healthy ladies 

and just have fun!! 

THE 70s:  We qualified in Delaware State Games the first weekend in August and it was very hot!  We played 

against the 70s Classics – each team won 1 game and it was followed by a nice picnic.  Good games, good food, 

good fun! 

THE 65s:  Qualified at Maryland State Games  

 

 
 

The 50s at Manassas Tourny in August:  It was 7:30 Saturday morning and the temperature was 

already in the 80's when the Golden Girl 50’s arrived at the ball fields for their first game.   The sky was a 

great shade of blue with not a cloud in sight.  The Golden Girls 50's did not have to worry about rain on that 

Saturday.  Heat maybe, but not rain.   The Golden Girl's 50 started the day off facing the Phenomenal 

Ladies.  The 50's bats had a slow start, not hitting well in the beginning of game.  Defense was also not up to 

their usual level as a few defensive errors in the field did not help in their loss to Phenomenal Ladies 16 -

6.  Glenda Coleman and Cindy Godfrey were the top hitters for the Golden Girls with 3 hits each with Dee 

Krause and Sonya Johnson adding 2 hits apiece for that game. 

       Playing immediately after their first game the Golden Girl 50’s came up against the East Coast Gems, a 

55’s team.  The temperature was now in the 90’s and the field was even hotter.  Although we had to give the 

East Coast Gems 5 runs the Golden Girls came out on top 20 – 11 as everyone was hitting that game.  Glenda 

Coleman, Althea Bageant, Sharon Shepard, Sonya Johnson and Sandy Murphy each had 4 hits while Dee 

Krause, Trish Holmes, Vicki White and Duska Adams produced 3 hits each. 

       Due to a heat index of 120 the Golden Girls and the Phenomenal Ladies opted to not play their 3rd pool 

play game, as the seeding was already set with the Phenomenal Ladies as the 1st seed and the Golden Girls 

taking the 2nd seed.  The 3rd game of the day found the Golden Girls facing the East Coast Gems for their 

first double elimination game.  Both teams had a number of players step out on the field at least 3 pounds 

lighter than their earlier match up.  Once again the Golden Girls ended up on top at the end of the game 13-7.  



The hot bats for that game were Dee Krause and Sonya Johnson with 3 hits each, followed by Glenda 

Coleman, Cindy Godfrey, Trish Holmes, Alethea Bageant, Vicki White, Nancy Peterson and Sandy Murphy with 

2 hits apiece. 

         Sunday morning started out much the same as Saturday, temperatures already in the 80’s and beautiful 

blue sky with not a cloud in the sky, ok, so maybe there were a couple clouds on Sunday.  For their 2nd double 

elimination game, the Golden Girl 50’s faced off against Phenomenal Ladies again.   This was a high scoring 

game and it was going well for the Golden Girl’s until the 6th and 7th inning when their bats suddenly got 

quiet and they could not match the runs scored by their opponents.  The score was 22-17 at the end with the 

Golden Girls dropping down to the loser’s bracket.   Dee Krause, Alethea Bageant and Nancy Peterson lead 

the way at the plate with 4 hits each.  Glenda Coleman, Cindy Godfrey, Trish Holmes, Vicki White and Sonya 

Johnson were right behind with 3 hits each.   

       For the third time that tournament the Golden Girl 50’s faced the East Coast Gems.  But the heat and 

the intensity of the previous game had them starting off the game slow.  The East Coast Gems took 

advantage and scored 13 runs in the first 3 innings before the Golden Girls could answer back with runs of 

their own.  But it wasn’t enough as this time the East Coast Gems ended up victorious at the end of the game 

with a score of 22 -10.  Trish Holmes had 4 hits for the Golden Girls while Cindy Godfrey, Dee Krause, 

Alethea Bageant, Sonya Johnson, and Chris Voss each had 3 hits. 

      The Golden Girl 50’s had a few new players on the field with them for this tournament; Nancy Peterson, 

Sharon Shepard, Wendy Downing and Betty Maguire.   The Golden Girls left the tournament with a 2nd place 

finish.   Glenda Coleman, Trish Holmes, Alethea Bageant were selected to the All World Team.   Dee Krause 

was named the All-Tournament offensive player for the Golden Girls. 

 

A Chuckle or two 
 


