
A couple of interesting topics were discussed (actually more than a couple but we’ll stick with 2) at the 

Golden Girls Board meeting on April15 that we felt would be beneficial to share with all our members.  

First we need to introduce and clarify The Pond Rule.   If you have played on our SouthSide fields, you 

know that there is a serious drainage problem with the fields which can severely affect our games.  If 

we cancelled games every time there was a nasty muddy area, we wouldn’t be playing many games.   To 

remediate this situation, we have come up with The Pond Rule which applies to both fields at SouthSide 

and the field at Meadow Lane.  It goes like this:  The playing field may have a large wet or muddy area 

(The Pond).  Before play, BOTH of the managers will DETERMINE The Pond area AND define IT by 

drawing a thick line around the perimeter.  Any time The Pond negatively affects play, the umpire will 

call the ball dead.  In addition, the fielder may raise her hand(s) to help alert the umpire of the 

problem.  Any ball hit on the ground through this area will be declared dead by the umpire and the 

batter awarded a ground rule single with each runner on base advancing one base, if forced.  The same 

will apply if a batted ball is only playable by entering The Pond AREA.  Any batted ball going over the 

area either on the fly or on a clean bounce, where a play on the ball is not affected by The Pond, will not 

be subject to this ground rule.   The Board hopes that clarifies what to do when we have a “Pond” and is 

a reasonable compromise so that games can be played. 

The other topic of general interest is “Commitment”.  For some league and tournament players, this trait 

seems to be missing or not taken seriously.  When you sign up to play in the league and you check the 

Wednesday and/or the Saturday box, this means you will try to get to as many of games as possible and 

will notify your manager ahead when you cannot be there.  Too many league players seem to be highly 

irregular in attendance and place the games low on their priority list. This makes the managers’ lives very 

complicated and can be discouraging to teammates who do show up and have to play with a skeleton crew.  

There is a similar situation with some of the tournament players and this actually has an even more 

serious consequence due to the finances involved. If you checked the “tournament” box on the 

registration form, it means you are making a commitment to the tournament team that you will go to the 

majority of the games on the schedule.  You understand that there is a huge commitment of time, money, 

and effort to be a member of a tournament team – if you are not willing to make this commitment, you 

should not sign up to play tournament ball.    

Need more softball? 
Northern Virginia Senior Softball “NVSS” is a co-ed softball league that plays on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings at various fields in northern Virginia.   Several Golden Girls play in this league and would like 

more female company.   Visit www.nvss.org  for more information and a registration form or talk to some 

of the GG/NVSS players – it’s a lot of fun and another opportunity to play softball. 

 

http://www.nvss.org/


Galendar 

Wednesday, May 20 after the games Golden Girls Board Meeting.  Wesley United Methodist Church     

711 Spring St. Vienna.    All members are invited.   

Directory Screw-Up 

I apologize for the odd looking titles on some of the pages and Kay White’s name on the “In Memorium” 

page in the 2015 Golden Girls Directory.  This was tracked down to a problem with the printers’ 

software.  The directory looked fine on my computer screen and also on the proof copy I printed on my 

printer but something went haywire on the printers’ computer when it combined the “guts” of the 

directory with the file containing the cover.  The printer admitted it was his fault and did give us a $50 

rebate on the printing costs for his error.   

Thanks! 
Dear Golden Girls:  We want to thank you for your ad in the Washington Slow-Pitch Hall of Fame booklet 

for the Maryland Roadrunners team. It meant a lot to us. Thanks again for all your support. See you on 

the fields.           Sincerely, Kathy Collett, Colleen Goodwin, Lori Grimm and Pam Joseph  

A Celebrity in our Midst 

On Sunday, April 12, 2015, Diane Howard was inducted into the Arlington Little League Hall of Fame for 

several years of service as Chief Umpire, and for service as a volunteer umpire for many years.  

Congratulations to Diane for this great honor.   For those of you who don’t know Diane.... she played in 

the league for many years and was even a team manager for a while before she developed some very 

serious health issues that finally put an end to her playing days.  His doctor has told her that she cannot 

risk playing softball again so being the trooper she is, she joined as an affiliate and will be at as many of 

leagues games as possible to umpire the games.   Now THAT is Commitment. 

Keep in your thoughts and prayers 

Mary McDonald, former longtime member of Golden Girls, now living in Washington state, was diagnosed 

with cancer of the uterus wall and had a hysterectomy in February.  She is starting five weeks of 

radiation therapy in April to make sure her lymph nodes are clear.  Mary is in great spirits in spite of 

this recent setback.  Mary has always been an ardent supporter or Golden Girls as a player, coach, and 

friend.   Please keep her in your prayers. 

G-BAY 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Market River Cruise   Dec. 12-19 

There are still a couple of spaces left on the 

“Golden Girls and Friends” trip.  Got a great deal 

on airfare if deposit is in by 30 April!  It is on 

Viking River Cruises starting in Basel, Switzerland 

and ending in Amsterdam, Netherlands with many 

stops along the Rhine River to explore the history 

and the fabulous Christmas Markets.  Contact 

Marilyn Mallery for more details –but make it 

soon!  mamallery@comcast.net  or  571-261-9163 

FOR SALE 2007 Honda VTX 1300C motorcycle.   

Mileage:  2628.   $4500.00/OBO 

One owner.   Contact Michaele Smith 
twizzler703@gmail.com 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

mailto:mamallery@comcast.net
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1806_com_zimbra_email%22));


Tournament News 

MIDGE HOLMES REPORTS: In Pensacola our 75+ team came in third out of four teams in the 

tournament.   We won two games out of six, despite playing three back to back games our first day.  And 

we were often competitive in the other games.  I am proud to report stand out performances.  Bunny hit 

two home runs, one of which was a GRAND SLAM!  Lani, after difficult travel challenges to even get to 

Pensacola from Illinois, made several great plays at third base by charging the ball and snagging a line 

drive.  Beth grabbed a laser shot from short field in our last game. Pat’s awesome marathon pitching was 

an anchor for the entire tournament.  Nancy played hard and well even after a serious fall.  Perhaps most 

important for all of us was how well we continue to get along together as a team, picking each other up 

with encouragement.  Our team is proud -- a bit bloodied, but unbowed.  Most importantly, we know how 

to have fun, even after a struggle or two.  We look forward with resolve to an upcoming tournament in 

Tennessee in May and, of course, will come out swinging for the Senior Olympics in Minneapolis in July. 

MARILYN MALLERY REPORTS:  The 70s in Pensacola were a bit rusty and pretty sore pups by end of 

bracket play.  It had been a long time since the last tournament in November and the long Virginia winter 

weather didn’t give us any time to practice beforehand.  But despite the rust and the sore muscles, we 

put up a valiant fight against some very tough teams.  Gloria Mathers was HOT, HOT, HOT at third base! 

There were 6 teams in our age division which was sort of but not officially broken into 2 divisions in a 

very strange bracket formation.   Although our record of 1-4 doesn’t reflect it, we made a respectable 

season debut.  We welcome Nancy Madden as a new member of the team and thank Bonnie Strang for 

helping us out.   Hendersonville, TN is the next stop and we are looking forward to having our new coach, 

Linda Sholl, being there to guide us.  

 Jacob, age 92, and Rebecca, age 89, living in 
Miami, are all excited about their decision to 
get married. They go for a stroll to discuss the 
wedding, and on the way they pass a 
drugstore. Jacob suggests they go in. Jacob 
addresses the man behind the counter: "Are 
you the owner?" The pharmacist answers, 
"Yes."  
Jacob: "We're about to get married. Do 
you sell heart medication?"  Pharmacist: 
"Of course, we do."  
Jacob: "Medicine for rheumatism?"  
Pharmacist: "Sure."  
Jacob: "Medicine for memory problems, 
arthritis and Alzheimer's?" Pharmacist: 
"Oh, yes” 
Jacob: "What about vitamins, sleeping 
pills, Geritol, antidotes for Parkinson's 
disease?"   
Pharmacist: "Absolutely."  
Jacob: "Everything for heartburn and 
indigestion?" Pharmacist: "We sure do."  
Jacob: "You sell wheelchairs and walkers 
and canes?" Pharmacist: "All speeds and 
sizes."  
Jacob: "Adult diapers?"  Pharmacist: 
"Sure."  
Jacob: "We'd like to use this store as our 
Bridal Registry."  
   

 

 


