
Time is running out to get your 2015 Golden Girls Registration form in!  Just a few over 100 have been 

received so far.  Here are reasons why the organization needs your registration NOW: 

 The league teams will be formed from the names registered on March 11 so 

we need your registration by then to facilitate the team drafts and to place you on 

a team.  Late registrants can be placed on a team after March 11 but no special 

requests (e.g. carpools) will be honored and it can unbalance the teams that were 

carefully balanced on March 11.    

 The directory will go to press on March 16 – so if you want your info in the 

directory, get your form in now!   

 GGsoftball and the member database will be purged of all names from last 

year that have not been renewed on March 15.  Those names will no longer receive 

messages sent via ggsoftball including the newsletter.  It is more work for the 

Membership Chair to re-enter all your information after it has been purged so 

please be considerate of her time and get your stuff in on time. 

 You will have to pay $15 at the door for the breakfast vice the $10 for on-time registration. 

IF YOU HAVE MIS-PLACED THE REGISTRATION FORM THAT WAS MAILED TO YOU IN JANUARY, 

THE FORM IS AVAILABLE ON WWW.GOLDENGIRLS.ORG  UNDER THE “FORMS” TAB. 

Galendar 

Wednesday, March 11 @ 7:00  League team formation.   Wesley United Methodist Church 

Wednesday, March 18 @7:00  Golden Girls Board Meeting.  Wesley United Methodist Church     711 

Spring St. Vienna.    All members are invited.   

Saturday, March 28 @ 9:00 a.m.  Golden Girls Season Kick-off Breakfast.  Best Western in Manassas. 

REMEMBRANCE 
Let’s take a moment to remember those who passed away in 2014 and early 2015.  And let’s pray the list 

for 2015 will be empty.... 

Vivian Kyles – Golden Girl who was a member in 2003, 2006, and 2008-2014.  She played league ball and 

was also a member of the 60+ tournament team.  She will be remembered for her sunny disposition and 

great sportsmanship in addition to her playing skills. 

Leonard Harding, beloved husband of Margaret Ann, who was taken after many years of ill health. 

Brian Madden, Nancy’s son, who was taken too early from life after suffering a stroke. 

Benny Mathers, Gloria’s husband, who was a great supporter of GG tournament teams – always made a 

big batch of his famous fudge for the players and loved to take pictures of the players. 

Vernon Duce, Betsey’s husband, who was a fixture at GG practices and tournament events.  His gentle 

nature and love of the sport and the players will never be surpassed. 

Tony Jacobik, Barbara’s husband, who unfortunately did not get to enjoy his recent retirement that 

both he and Barbara were looking forward to.  Rather his time was spent mainly in the hospital. 
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Member News 

Rita Ritter will be having rotator cuff surgery on March 27.  Looks like a 6-8 month rehab time 

after.  90% probability that the docs can fix it.  Rita’s advice: “Take care of your bodies.”   

From Gloria Mathers:  “Golden Girls, I would like to say thank you for all the cards, notes and phone 

calls. Without your support, it would have been very difficult to get through those first few 

weeks.  Your support and continued support have meant a lot to me and my family.  For those that Benny 

knew, he enjoyed be a part of our tournament trips and making sure that we had his fudge. Thank you 

Marilyn for doing the picture board and the very nice poem.  You did a great job as always.  I also want 

to thank Darlene, who was on her way home from Virginia to Florida and turned around and came back to 

stay with me and help me through it all.  Thank you Dwayne for bringing her back.   Again thank you for 

everything.” 

From Betsey Duce and her family with great love and appreciation: “To the ladies and gentlemen of our 

softball community...Words fall short in expressing my appreciation for all your support and comfort 

during this time.  Your outpouring of love and kindness has touched me and my family deeply, and will 

never be forgotten.  A great joy of Vernon's was being on the ball field, whether playing or coaching, 

those great times are simply indelible.  Thank you all for being a part of those memories that will live 

on.” 

From Barbara Jacobik:  “A big thank you and hug to all of the Golden Girls for your cards, thoughtful 

messages, and presence at Tony's services.  It was comforting to me and my family to see and hear from 

so many.”   

From Marilyn and Dave Mallery:  “We cannot thank you each of you enough for all the cards, e-mails, 

and phone calls during Dave’s surgery and recuperation.  We were astounded at how many took the time 

to wish him well during this high stress time.  We are happy to report that he is doing great thanks to 

the outstanding medical professionals that cared for him and to the multitude of prayers said on his 

behalf. Special thanks to Teresa Hone for letting us stay at her home for a night to save us a huge 

amount of commute time to the hospital the early morning of the surgery.” 

 

Tournament News 

The 50+, 60+, 65+, 70+, and 75+ tournament teams are gearing up for the new season.   The next 

tournament is on Pensacola, Florida April 8-12.   The 65s, 70s, and 75s all plan to attend and get the 

winter kinks ironed out. The general schedule for the 2015 season is as follows (not every team is going 

to every tournament):                April 8-12 – Pensacola, Florida  

May 13- 17 – Hendersonville, Tennessee 

July 8-11  Senior Olympics  Minneapolis, Minnesota 

September 23-27 Dalton, Georgia 

October 8-10 and 12-14 Huntsman Games  St. George, Utah 

November 4-8  Cullman, Alabama 

 

BULLETIN!  The 50s team is looking for a few competitive players who are willing to travel to out of 

state tournaments and have fun!  For more info, email Glenda at glc@aol.com 
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Golden Girls & Friends Travel Group    
by Marilyn Mallery 

“Golden Girls & Friends” is an informal group that travels to different places (nothing to do with 

softball, just for the love of travel) that has been in existence since 2001.  It is open to every Golden 

Girl and her spouse/partner, relatives, and friends – no young kids allowed.   I have experience in 

organizing group travel groups from when we lived overseas and always shop around to get the best 

possible travel package weighing price, itinerary, perks, etc.   I take no commission or fees for planning 

the trips and any perk or rebate that is given is equally divided and returned to those in the group.  In 

the past we have done several Caribbean cruises, two visits to all-inclusive resorts in the Dominican 

Republic, a cruise around the tip of South America and enjoyed land tours in Costa Rica, Peru, South 

Africa, Australia & New Zealand, and most recently Ecuador & the Galapagos Islands (report follows).  

For this August, we have a group of 32 that will be taking a train trip from Vancouver, British Colombia 

to Toronto, Ontario with many stops along the way.   Until this year, it was always a Winter Getaway trip 

in the January/February timeframe, but now we have expanded to include a Summer Getaway in August.  

The next Winter Getaway will be river cruise along the Rhine River with stops at many historical sites 

plus the fabulous Christmas Markets.   In August 2016, we will be taking a land tour of Finland, Norway, 

and Sweden.   Details of the upcoming trips will appear shortly in the newsletter and announcements via 

ggsoftball so keep your eyes open for more news.  Of course, you can contact me at any time with 

questions.  We always have a wonderful time with lots of laughs and great memories... come join us! 

Golden Girls and the Galapagos Islands 

A group of 20 (5 GGs and 15 Friends) adventuresome “Golden Girls & Friends” just returned from an 

awesome trip to Quito, Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands – then some who missed the Peru trip went on 

to visit Lima, Peru and Machu Picchu.   It all started in with arrival in Quito on 

January 28 which was followed by a whirl wind tour of the city the next day 

where we were able to stand on the equator (all 3 versions of it).  After finishing 

the city tour and grabbing some dinner, we watched the Super Bowl with Spanish 

commentators in the large TV screen hotel lounge (sans commercials) – that was 

unique! 

Next day we flew to the Galapagos Islands where we were met by our Red Mangrove staff that stayed 

with us and catered to our every whim the rest of our stay.  The next 5 days were a blur of activity:  

touring in boats, hiking, snorkeling, kayaking, relaxing, lounging, 

eating.  We had 2 highly trained and personable naturalists 

that went with us everywhere to make sure we saw and learned 

everything.  In addition, there were a host of helpers and 

assistants that make sure we were comfortable.  What a 

magical place with so many endemic (not found anywhere else on 

earth) creatures:  giant tortoises, marine iguanas, giant 

seahorses, Galapagos penguins, blue-footed boobies, and many 

other bird species plus endemic flora.  Not to mention the seals 

and sea lions that overtook all the chaise lounges and chairs.  

Since all the creatures are protected, they do not fear humans 

who cannot get any closer than 6 feet to them.  It truly was a 

unique and unforgettable experience with a fun loving group of 

people! 
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