
Just a few more Saturday games before Golden Girls softball is over for 2014 – how can that be!    

Please try to make the remaining Saturday games or if you can’t be there, let your manager know ahead 

of time. 

At the board meeting last Wednesday evening, a lively discussion was held on the topic of players not 

showing up without letting their managers know.   General conclusion was that it is very unfair and 

disheartening for the managers and all those who do make the effort to come and the team has to 

forfeit or rely on overflow from other teams to play.  Softball is a TEAM sport and every member 

should think of her fellow members before not taking the time and effort to notify managers when she 

cannot make it to the games.    

Member News 
All the ones who had knee replacement over this year seem to be recuperating well and either are back 

playing or on the verge.   These include:  Anne Whatley, Connie Jamison, Lucy Sale, Sue Duttine, and 

Jane Rogers.... hope I got everyone.  Bunny Soares is still recovering from her by-pass surgery but all 

reports indicate she is doing well. 

 

Also, had some sad news.  Kathleen Palmer, one of the original players on the first Olympic Gold Medal 

Team, 1991, has passed away in Florida.  Edie Goeller passed this news to Bettie Pell with no other 

details.   Many of us remember the story Pat Blackman tells about Kathleen and the champagne at those 

Olympics.  If you haven't heard it, ask her.  Bettie wishes she could write a book about all the crazy 

stories in the past 25 years.  It would be called "Golden Moments, or You Had to Be There". 

 

GG Holiday Party 

GG Holiday P arty will be held on 30 November at the home of Lynn Smith.  Back by popular demand will 

be the wall of fame consisting of youthful photos of GGs between the ages of 5 and 12.  We had fun last 

year with teenage photos so we will make it a little harder this year.  No baby pictures please.   Also, the 

Redskins play the Colts that day.  Never let it be said that the Golden Girls don’t give you enough 

advance notice!  

Galendar 

Wed. October 22 @ 7:00 pm Golden Girl Board Meeting.  Wesley United Methodist Church 711 Spring 

St. Vienna.    All members are invited.   

Saturday, October 25 Last games of 2014 season.  Be there or be square. 

Wednesday, November 12 @ 7:30 Annual Meeting, Team Awards, and Election of Officers.  Louise 

Archer School  324 Nutley St... a few blocks from Meadow Lane 

Sun. Nov 30 Holiday Party at Lynn Smith’s home in Annandale.   Details later. 



A New Manager’s Disappointment 
by Midge Holmes 

I became a Golden Girl in 1998.  It has been the best activity I have joined since I retired.  Not only 

have I been able to form many new friends, but playing softball regularly has made me more fit as I 

age.  I have been known to have a sense of fun. For this reason I was chosen to be your Golden Girl 

Social Chair.  I served willingly in this capacity for 9 years.  This year I was recruited to be a league 

team co- manager with Bettie Pell.  She and I have worked well together as managers, and we have tried 

hard to do our best while also having fun. Bettie is a great communicator, and there has not been one 

game this year that she has not sent out a reminder to our Green team members.  I do the line-up and 

keep track of runners.  We both take attendance records, which supposedly are used in forming next 

year's teams. 

 

But this year frustration has overwhelmed me, to the point where I raised an issue tonight at the Golden 

Girls board meeting.  I said that Golden Girls suffer from of a lack of commitment.  When league teams 

have over 20 people on a roster, it is unacceptable to have only 7 or 8 players show up for games without 

ever hearing from most players.  Other managers there acknowledged an attendance problem, and one 

said it has always been this way.  But this is unacceptable for me.  So I told them I would write about 

the problem in an article. If you pay to be on a team, the least you can do to let you managers know when 

you cannot attend.  It is basic courtesy and consideration.   

 

And, the Golden Girls do not have a substitution pool.  Even if we did, we could not call it in advance 

because we have no clue as to how many people will show up when we get to the field. Then it's too late.   

 

So I have questions for our membership.  We are fortunate athletes to be able to play a whole season 

and a half for only $40.  Do you think if the fee were higher people might make more of an 

effort?  Should we kick people off the team if they are unannounced no shows for 3 games in a 

row?  Should we have three teams instead of four so that we can have byes during the season?  Should 

we have five smaller teams so that players would actually realize they are letting the team down if they 

don't show up?  At the board meeting there was one suggestion to eliminate players from league teams 

next spring if their attendance had been too spotty during the previous season.  Would that help or hurt 

our organization?  I do not know.   

 

Please help me here.  I welcome constructive responses.  When I was a manager at CIA I used to 

welcome criticism as long as it was framed as a solution.  Frankly, with this attendance issue, I cannot 

not come up with a viable solution. 

 

Perhaps some good old tough love can help this organization if it is to survive.  But fortunately there are 

many core players who have and still devote a lot of heart and hard work to keeping us going.   This 

nucleus of die-hards, many of whom even play hurt, keep the Golden Girls engine running.  And there are 

some new comers who are very responsible about notifying us about attendance.  God love ‘em.  But we 

are for the most part, not measuring up and not honoring our commitments. 

 

So now you know that this first time manager has been surprised and discouraged.  And I am speaking 

for myself here.  I wrote this article without input from my co-manager or other managers, although 

those at the meeting knew of my sentiments and frustrations.   



                   G-BAY 
 

Rita Ritter has a Bernina 1100D Serger Sewing Machine in excellent condition 

that is looking for a new home.  Original price $900 and Rita is asking $400.    

ritgogo@aol.com    703-560-1095. 

                    Season Send Off 
The Board decided to give the 2014 a grand send off with pizza for all at the October 25 league games.  

There will be a wide variety of toppings to choose from so come support your team and give your diet a 

rest.  Everyone is asked to bring her own drinks. 

Annual Meeting –Nov 12 
Every November, the Golden Girls organization holds an annual meeting where two very important things 

take place:  Election of officers and Team awards.   Below is info about the election process but a word 

about the team awards.   The managers of the league teams choose 2 members on their team for special 

recognition taking many factors in account:  attendance, skill, attitude, and sportsmanship.  It is always a 

surprise to see who gets awards and why.   Be sure to come because you might be a recipient! 

Of course, some door prizes will be given away to sweeten the pot also. 

Golden Girls Elections Coming in November –We want YOU! 

The annual meeting on November 12 will feature our elections.  Each elected officeholder serves for one 

year and may be re-elected for a second year in the same position.  Given how much fun Janet has 

finding candidates, it essentially means that each elected official serves 2 years.  However, any member 

may be a candidate for any office.  In addition to the following that must be filled, elected offices 

include Treasurer, Recording Secretary and Financial Secretary.  Just let Janet Weeks know if you are 

interested. 

That being said, the positions that must be filled with new people this year are as follows: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Corresponding Secretary 

 2 Members-at-Large 

As elected officials, each person has a vote on the Board.  There are monthly meetings of the Board on 

the third Wednesday of each month except July and November.  Sometimes these meetings might slip a 

week or advance a week because of tournaments or the approach of the holidays in December.   Board 

meetings can be both fun and fattening; so beware.  This year, Board members have looked forward to 

Greg Crutcher’s culinary delights provided by Anne Sneden.  Who knows what next year will bring? 

What do these jobs entail (besides fun meetings)? 

President: 

 Organize, cajole, practice your diplomatic skills 

 Develop agendas for and preside over Board and annual meetings 

 Arrange for Board and annual meeting space  

 Be prepared to make remarks at annual breakfast 
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 Be “Weather Girl” and call games for rain, heat, snow, hurricanes, and whatever else is thrown our 

way 

Vice-President: 

 Serve in the President’s absence, e.g., chair an occasional Board meeting, call games for weather, 

etc. 

 Develop League schedule end of February/first of March. 

 Collect scores after each game, either in-person or by email.  If you do it right after the games, 

then the scores are likely to be fresh in the managers’ minds. 

 Provide standings to Newsletter Chair each month and a few words about the season. 

 Arrange for and bring the team awards to the annual meeting 

Corresponding Secretary: 

 Send out birthday cards to each member 

 Send out get well cards and sympathy cards from the organization 

 May occasionally write a letter for the organization but more likely, the Board member closest to 

the situation will write the letter and provide a copy to the corresponding secretary for the 

record. 

Member-at-Large:  

 Listen to players   

 Bring to the Board’s attention issues that players don’t feel that they can discuss with their team 

manager 

As of now, Janet has candidates for the President and Corresponding Secretary positions.  PLEASE 

consider volunteering for Vice President or one of the Members-at-Large positions.  Contact Janet 

Weeks at 703-237-8654 or janetweeks@verizon.net, or look for her on the field on the Pink team. 

Committee Chairs 

In addition to the elected positions, we still need two committee chairpersons.  If you are interested in 

either, contact Barbara Jacobik (jacobik@juno.com, 703-378-2390). 

Social Chair:   As Social Chair, you are a voting member of the Board of Directors.   There are just a 

couple of social events during the year:  the breakfast in the spring and a late summer/early fall event.  

We also have the holiday party which Lynn Smith has graciously hosted for the last few years.   

This year we ended our spring season with a One-Pitch Tournament.  During recent years, we have 

featured All-Star games.  In the more distant past, we had a tournament for all league teams.  The 

event probably isn’t as important (open to ideas, in other words) as the opportunity to socialize and eat 

some really good food.  Softball isn’t Golden Girls’ only talent!!  There is a member willing to be a co-

chair with another lively/fun person.  The more ideas, the better the parties.   

Equipment Manager:  Courtney Saddler has been trying to relinquish her job as Equipment Manager 

after a couple of seasons of juggling shirts and softballs. This is a very important position that once a 

year involves ordering the shirts, balls, hats, etc. for the league (nothing with the tournament teams).  

Returning league managers keep their equipment for the coming year; so you can still park your car in the 

garage.  Managers use an inventory list to request replacement items.   

 

 

 

REMEMBER: Golden Girls is an organization relying solely on VOLUNTEERS.  It 

cannot survive without members stepping forward to help.   Please consider 

doing your part to keep Golden Girls healthy and alive. 
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Tournament Team News 

Dalton, Georgia (in the upper right corner of Georgia near the Tennessee line) was the site of a large 

senior womens’ tournament  September 10-14.   The Golden Girls organization had 5 teams registered in 

the 50s, 60s, 65s, 70s, and 75s bracket.   Due to very extenuating and unfortunate circumstances, the 

60s team could not participate due to lack of players.   Below is how the other teams fared.... 

The 50s (Joan Clarke reporting): Golden Girls 50’s had a wonderful time in Dalton. The weather was 

supreme and no injuries were incurred.  We didn’t go very far in the tournament but we learned a lot 

about ourselves and grew as a team.   It began several weeks before the tournament with six players 

informing us that they were unable to attend due to injuries, egad! Six! So scramble we did and were 

able to field a team of 13 just in the nick of time. 

    Pool play was successful with our triumph over two teams Sassy Seniors and Sunny Beaches and one 

loss to the formidable Lady Lookouts.  We felt good about our bats and hopeful for the brackets.  And 

then, the brackets were available, there we were again in the upper bracket playing against very strong 

teams.  We started right away and lost to the Tennessee Stars, a great hitting team.   We couldn’t 

string our good hits together. 

    In the losers bracket we met our neighbor and nemesis Phenomenal Ladies.  After 6 ½ innings we were 

down 20-8.  What happened next was astounding and awe inspiring, we began hitting!  Unfortunately we 

got a whopping 9 runs more but we needed 12. The game ended 20-17 with our heads held high along with 

our spirits.  Yes we would have loved to go on to play more that is why we all go to tournaments, yet we 

were out of the tournament early, heading home.  

    We will again appeal to SPA to move back to the AAA where we belong.  We are tired of finding 

ourselves repeatedly matched with true Major teams that are stacked with heavy hitters.  We are a 

good team made up of mostly local players who love the game and want to play well against similar teams. 

The 65s (Linda “Baz” Baziluik reporting): There were 7 teams in our age group.  The Fun Bunch from 

all over, Jolico Seniors from Michigan, Golden Gals from Florida, Grey Power from Canada, Smokey 

Mountain Stars from North Carolina, Dream Catchers from Arizona and us. 

    We played an extra game in order for all teams to play 3 pool games.  We volunteered for the extra 

game so the Golden Gals could get their 3 games in.  The game only counted for them not us.  We won 2 

and lost 2, however, our pool play record was 1 win and 2 losses. 

    The weather was fabulous for softball, clear and only a little breezy.  The opening ceremonies on 

Friday morning are always a class act at SPA tournaments.  They always salute our veterans and ask that 

they meet on the field to be recognized.  A special reminder of 911 was also included.  The city hosted an 

ice cream social on Friday night as well. 

    We won our group.  All tournament players were Katy Page, Dory Wagner, Diane Belge, Margo Parnell 

and Peg Moyer.  Baz Baziluik was the team’s Most Valuable Player and the tournament management gave 

her the Manager of the Year Award. 

     Next for the 65s is St. George, UT for the Huntsman’s Games in October and then on to Jacksonville, 

FL for the SPA World Series in November. 

The 70s (Marilyn Mallery reporting): There were 8 teams in our age division, 5 Majors and 3 AAAs.  

(the ratings are put there by SPA with Majors being the top teams and many times do not reflect 

reality).   For some reason, SPA decided the 3 AAA teams would play only Major teams in the pool play 

and by the luck of the draw (?), we were pitted against the 3 best teams in the 70s division -- however, 

we played a very close game against the Tri-Stars and came very close to beating them.   So began 

double elimination.    



   Our first game was against the Classics (who originally were classified as Major but got dropped to 

AAA after pool play) and we had them against the ropes until the seventh inning when our defense 

totally lost it and we gave them enough runs to catch up and win... it was heart-breaking.  Friday morning 

we came back fired up to beat the Chargers and again we were comfortably ahead in the seventh but 

once again our defense just couldn’t stop them in a batting frenzy.   But overall, we played very well with 

our bats especially doing their thing.   We scored almost a total of 70 runs in all our games!  Needless to 

say we were some tired puppies when we headed home on Saturday.   

    Only one injury – I got nailed in the forehead with a zinger off the infield “lip” and saw a few stars 

but for once, being hard-headed came in handy.  The 4 All American players selected by secret ballot 

team voting were: Brenda John, June Sonosky, Linda Matsko, and Marilyn Mallery. 

     We head to the Huntsman games in St George, Utah next which are always a highlight of our season. 

The 75s (Margaret Keys reporting): The 75's played 2 games on Wednesday. The first was against the 

TN Senior Stars. We were the visitors and started the first inning by scoring 5 runs (the most allowed 

per inning until the final inning). From there we were never behind and won 13-8.  Our second game was 

against the FL Freedom Spirit. They are considered a "majors" team and so we were allowed an extra 

player, but it didn't help as we lost 3-8. 

     Thursday was a tough day. We played our final pool play game against the KY Thoroughbreds, a team 

we have beaten in the past. However, this time we were out hit and outplayed and lost 6-9. We began our 

double elimination by playing the TN Senior Stars. The game began slowly with no score until the 3rd 

inning. By the fifth we were leading 3-2 and stayed ahead until the last inning when they scored several 

runs in their last at bat and we were unable to score in the bottom of the inning. The final score was 7-5 

in their favor.  

     The sad story is that we (the 75's) played one game on Friday which we lost and so we were 

eliminated. We played the Thoroughbreds again, and again they outplayed us, with the final score being 

15-8. Our three "All Americans" were Midge Holmes (who hit a home run in her last at bat), Pat 

Blackmon, and Margaret Keys. 

      But, though I am sorry we didn't do better, I want say that our team has a lot of heart. We went to 

this tournament without 2 of our regular infielders -- Bunny Soares, our shortstop, is recovering from 

by-pass surgery, and Lani Etherton, our third baseman is injured. Beth Hersey practiced hard to play 

shortstop, and though she isn't Bunny (none of us can be Bunny), she was the best Beth I have seen for a 

long time. We had 2 newcomers (Barbara Herriman and Pat Hurd) who have not played with us before 

(well, not much anyway), and although they made a few errors (didn't we all), they hung in there and 

tried hard to adapt to new positions and a new team. Beth and George Hersey worked hard trying to find 

players for this tournament and trying to prepare the team for the changes we knew would be necessary. 

My thanks to all for all the planning and effort that went into what appears to be a poor showing, but 

was, in fact, a gritty performance by the whole team. 

 
The National Institutes of Health has just released the results of a $200 million research study completed under 
a grant to Johns Hopkins University. The new study has found that women who carry a little extra weight 
live longer than the men who mention it. 

Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. 

If you can't be a good example ~ then you'll just have to be a horrible warning.  

Inside me lives a skinny woman crying to get out. But I can usually shut her up with cookies. 

I have finally comes to terms with my inability to achieve my original weight.  Truly I have.  Getting back 
down to 6 lbs. 9 ounces is just not realistic. 

I was always taught to respect my elders, but it keeps getting harder to find one. 


