
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Are you ready for some softball?  Most players from last year have registered for the new season but 

there still about 20 or so who haven’t….we need you to get those registrations in so the league and 

tournament teams can be organizaed and ready for the start in just over a month.   A lot of behind the 

scenes actions have to occur so the season will get off to a smooth start.   PLEASE mail your registration 

NOW if you haven’t done so.   If you have misplaced the form mailed to you, go to  goldengirls.org  and click 

on the “Forms and Docs” tab to print one out. 

        Barbara Jacobik (our fields and scheduling guru) reports that the league will have both fields at 

Southside on both Saturday and Wednesdays.   She is working on the schedules now.   League teams will 

formed on March 11.   Then the last minute preparations begin for the amazing GG breakfast on March 28 

where directories will be distribuated and shirts distributed to league players.    

       March 1 is the registration deadline to get your info in the directory.  Also our group email list will be 

updated to contain only those registered by then.   League teams will be formed from the those registered.  

There are some early tournaments for the travelling teams and to play you must have registered and paid 

your $50 team starter fee to be eligible to participate. 

       The GG Breakfast on March 28 is always a great way to officially start off the new season.   Once again 

it is held at the Battlefield Best Western   10820 Balls Ford Rd, Manassas, VA 20109.  If you get your ticket 

order in by March 1,  it is only $10 or you can pay $15 at the door.  More details in next newsletter… you 

don’t want to miss this! 

 

  Hall of Fame Coming up Soon 
   The Washington Metro Slow Pitch Softball Hall of Fame will be honoring the Golden Girls 

organization and Peg Moyer at the bi-annual induction ceremony on March 21.  This is really a big 

deal.  Both were chosen from a large number of nominees; Golden Girls in the Special Service category 

and Peg in the Senior Player category. The induction is a bi-annual event and it truly honors the best 

of the best in the Slow Pitch Softball world. You are strongly encouraged to come to the ceremony on 

March 21 and also purchase a congratulatory ad for the booklet handed out at the ceremony.  You may 

purchase these at  www.WMHallofFame.com .  Congratulations to all Golden Girls to be a member of 

such a fine organization and to Peg for being a shining star in the Golden Girls. Check out the “Let Us 

Brag” section on the GG website to see what other Golden Girls have been given this honor in the past. 

Let’s have a big crowd at the banquet and show the world how proud we are to be a member of the 

Golden Girls!    Deadline for ordering tickets and ads is MARCH 1.   

 

Needing Hugs 

Some Golden Girls have had some not so pleasant times in the past couple of months.   These are ones I know 

about: 

• AD Grafman spent several days in ICU with a particularly tough case of pneumonia and flu.   Just as 

she was feeling better from that, she learned she needed her gall bladder removed.   So shortly she 

has that to look forward to.    Hany in there, AD! 

 

http://www.wmhalloffame.com/


• Linda Sue ‘Legs” Pessagno had a knee replacement in early January.   She sounds very excited that 

she will be able to ditch a sub runner.    Keep working that rehab, Legs! 

 

• Me (Marilyn Mallery) had two emergency surgeries (one in late December and one last week) to 

remove gall stones stuck in the intestine -yuck!    Well on the mend from both.   Good news is the doc 

said there are no more gall stones to gum up the works again. 

Golden Girls Conquer Antarctica 

By Peg Moyer 
          In January, several Golden Girls went on the Golden Girls and Friends trip to Easter Island (pre-trip). 

Antarctica and the Falkland Islands. The trip was arranged by Marilyn Mallery.  Since Marilyn was not able to 

go due to a medical crisis, she has asked me to give you a brief summary of our wonderful trip. 

         The pre-trip took us first to Santiago, Chile for a walking tour of the area near our hotel.  The thing I 

remember most is the huge indoor multi-story mall that was located at the bottom of a 75 story tall building, 

the largest in South America!  You could find anything you’d ever need in there, including local and 

international cuisine.  We also had a walking tour on the downtown area of Santiago, which had been impacted 

by the riots in October. The next day we ventured to Valparaiso by bus, with a stop at a vineyard along the 

way.  We saw local architecture, artistry on the buildings, rode the funicular, and had lunch at a local 

restaurant.  Then the 5 hour flight to Easter Island for 4 days where we saw the famous Moai statues which 

are prevalent all over the island.  Most notable were the 15 Moai on one platform at Tangariki.  Another great 

location was at Tahai where we all posed for a photo.  The weather was great and we totally enraptured by 

the history of the island and by the local culture. 

          Now it was time to fly to Punta Arenas and board the Roald Amundsen for the trip to Antarctica.  We 

spent 17 days onboard the newest ship owned by Hurtigruten and would make 5 landings on the peninsula of 

Antarctica.  But first we stopped at Cape Horn, the southernmost headland of the Tierra del Fuego 

archipelago of southern Chile. We were blessed to have great sailing weather throughout our trip. We were 

able to make landings by Zodiac craft at Half Moon Island, Brown Bluff, Astrolabe Island, Damoy Point and 

Pendulum Cove.  We saw six kinds of penguins on our journey:  Chinstrap, Gentoo, Adelie, Rock Hopper, 

Magellanic and King.  We saw several types of seals including the Leopard Seal and the Fur Seal.  The most 

famous bird was the Albatross; we saw plenty of those.  We also saw Skua’s, who are known for stealing 

penguin eggs as well as the young chicks. 

        The Roald Amundsen is an expedition ship. You have to have permission to land on Antarctica and follow 

strict restrictions.  Only 100 people are allowed on the island at any time and there is a mandatory boot 

cleaning after each landing.  We spent many hours every day attending talks of marine life, birds, geology, 

etc., as well as being able to participate in citizen science experiments, such as gathering phytoplankton, 

which we were able to view under microscopes. The 17 crew members of the crew who supported these 

programs were really great. Also, the ship had a heated pool and hot tubs, a sauna and a gym. The food was 

also really good. 

        We ventured to the Falkland Islands after bidding Antarctica a fond farewell.  We visited Port Stanley 

and toured the town: its churches, museums, and memorials.  Some ventured to Bluff Cove to see the king 

penguins there. The next stop was West Point Island where we hiked and saw more wildlife from cliffs high 

above the sea. We also visited a sheep shearing farm. Our final stop was on New Island where once again we 

went for a long hike to see penguins and albatrosses along with their chicks, living in common rookeries set in 

steep cliffs.  The scenery was breathtaking and well worth the hike. 

 

       It was a trip of a lifetime. Just ask any of us who went--we’ll be glad to bore you to death with all of our 

photos!   Golden Girls on the trip were:  Peg Moyer, Lynn Smith, Sue Phillips, Janet Weeks, Margaret Keys, 

Helen Goetzke, Linda Sholl 
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Golden Girls & Friends Next Adventures 
By Marilyn Mallery 

GG& Friends is an informal group of GGs and their friends who like to travel all over the place.   The above Antarctica 

adventure is proof of that.  The trips are open to any Golden Girl and her friends.   The trips have been growing in 

popularity exponentially over the years and now almost all sell out shortly after announced.  I try to arrange a trip in the 

winter and also in the summer/late summer each year.  Here are some previews of coming attractions: 

• October of this year,  we have over 40 who will be travelling from Palermo, Sicily to Rome and/or Rome to Milan.  

This trip sold out very quickly. 

• January 2021 will take us to Egypt and optionally Jordan.   This will be limited to no more than 35 people and the 

early response has been overwhelming.   In a few days,  deposits will open up and spaces will be on first come, 

first served basis.    Contact me if you want more info. 

• August 2021 will take us to Switzerland and Austria.  It will include travel by motor coach, train, and river boat.  

This is still in the planning stage and will open up this summer for deposits.   

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 


